
SUGGESTED 
READINGS

FOR CLASSES XI AND XII



Anna Karenina-Leo Tolstoy

• Overview- Social Change in Nineteenth-Century Russia- Tolstoy sets his tale

of adultery and self-discovery against the backdrop of the huge historical

changes sweeping through Russia during the late nineteenth century,

• Historical Perspective- In the Russia of Anna Karenina- a battle rages

between the old patriarchal values sustaining the landowning aristocracy

and the new, liberal—often called “libre penseur,” or freethinking, in the

novel—values of the Westernizers. Peasants refusing to accept the Western

agricultural innovations and women’s rights—clearly hot topics that show

the influence of Western social progress on Russia.

• Theme of Feminism- Dolly and Anna, the central characters, suffer in their

marriages. Courtship procedures are equally uncertain in the world

of Anna Karenina. The Russian tradition of arranged marriages is going out

of fashion, yet love matches aren’t acceptable.

• The blessings of family life

• The Russian family novel portrayed the benefits and comforts of family

togetherness and domestic bliss, often in a very idealized way.

• Happiness and unhappiness of families, underscores the centrality of this

idea.

• Movie Trivia: 2012 Movie ‘Anna Karenina’ starred Keira

Knightley and Jude Law

 Book Link

 Movie Link

https://www.planetebook.com/free-ebooks/anna-karenina.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nI6qoPyAQL8


One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest – Ken Kesey

 Plot Overview-The novel is set in a mental asylum, where the male patients rebel 

against an oppressive hospital  staff. The novel emphasizes the importance of 

individuality, and the dignity of personhood, among other themes. Despite this, 

some critics challenge the novel for its association with disability and 

emasculation.

 The Narrator Chief Bromden, also known as Chief Broom, who tells the story in 

first person, after he has escaped from the hospital.

 The Blur Between Disability and Ability

The novel explores the stigma of mental disability. Most of the main characters 

are patients in a sanatorium but are remarkably gifted and talented. 

Furthermore, the novel shows how the institutional staff--the 'sane' people--

often behave irrationally. 

 The Threat of Women

Generally, the female characters in the novel are portrayed as threatening. The 

narrator, Bromden, describes the head nurse, Nurse Ratched, as a terrifying 

figure, who emasculates her patients. 

 Trivia-The story was later made into a movie, starring Jack 

Nicholson.
Book Link

Movie link-

https://www.bookscool.com/en/One-Flew-Over-the-Cuckoos-Nest/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QG9tvoGhl0s&list=PLy94axDFErDvEu7OpiLVHfO8jD9Qzo6Xp


War and Peace (Voyna i mir) - Leo Tolstoy

■ Author Lev (Leo) Nikolayevich Tolstoy

■ Genre Historical novel; realist novel; epic

■ Time And Place Written 1863–1869; the estate of Yasnaya Polyana, 

near Moscow

■ Narrator An unnamed, omniscient, detached, third-person narrator

■ Point Of View The anonymous narrator presents facts and inner 

thoughts of characters that no single character in the novel could know 

all at once. The narrator describes characters’ states of mind, feelings, 

and attitudes, as well as practical facts more relevant to a military 

historian. 

■ Setting (Place & Time) 1805–1820-Various locations throughout Russia 

and eastern Europe, including St. Petersburg, Moscow, Austria, Prussia, 

the Russian eastern frontier, and Smolensk

■ Major Conflict Napoleon’s French forces triumphantly spread across 

Europe and threaten the balance of power.

■ Themes The irrationality of human motives; the search for the meaning 

of life; the limitations of leadership.

■ Trivia – The movie –War and Peace starred Audrey 

Hepburn and proved to be a great money grosser.

 Book Link

 Movie Link

https://www.planetebook.com/free-ebooks/war-and-peace.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/War-Peace-Audrey-Hepburn/dp/B008BZ4N5Y


Exodus - Leon Uris

Exodus is the epic story of two generations of Jews striving to reclaim 

Palestine as a homeland after 2,000 years of dispersion.

 Social sensitivity

Exodus appeared in 1958, only a short time after the Holocaust. Uris 

spends a significant proportion of the novel describing how the 

Holocaust affects the lives of his major characters. 

In the work, children, who are concentration camp survivors detained 

in a British refugee camp on Cyprus, try to obtain permission to sail to 

what was then British Palestine, and is now Israel, on a boat named 
the Exodus- the children on the Exodus wait for permission to sail, 

an appeal to the British authorities is formulated in Biblical language: 

"Let my people go." 

 The issue of cruelty and violence

In the 19th century, Ari's father Jossi and uncle Yakov are driven by a 

Russian pogrom, a violent anti-Jewish riot, to seek refuge in Palestine. 

When the Jews restore Hebrew as a national language, the brothers 

become Akiva and Barak.

 Trivia: The  high cost of war and fate of Judaism 

that the book highlights. The book has also been 

in controversies for being  propaganda material for 

Israel

 Book Link

http://bookcastle.club/books/1178179343/exodus.html


Gone with the Wind- Margaret Mitchell

■ Genre Romance novel; historical fiction. 

■ Time And Place 1926–1936; Atlanta

■ Narrator The anonymous narrator speaks in the third person and is 

omniscient, having access to the thoughts, emotions, and histories of all 

characters.

■ He voices the upper-class Southern perspective on the Civil War and 

slavery.

■ Major Conflict Scarlett struggles to find love, trying out Ashley Wilkes and 

Rhett Butler, while simultaneously trying to adjust to the changing face of 

the South. Scarlett confesses her love for Ashley; Scarlett marries Rhett. 

Bonnie dies while horseback riding, breaking the tie that binds Rhett and 

Scarlett who eventually miscarries; Rhett tells Melanie of his love for 

Scarlett; Melanie dies; Scarlett realizes that she loves Rhett, not Ashley; 

Rhett abandons Scarlett.

■ Themes The transformation of Southern culture; overcoming adversity 

with willpower; the undercurrent of racism and slavery

■ Foreshadowing Gerald O’Hara’s dangerous horse-jumping is part of a 

pattern of reckless behavior and hints at his later death, and that of 

Scarlett’s daughter Bonnie Blue, both in riding accidents.

■ Movie Trivia: First Technicolor movie made in Hollywood. It 

was the highest grosser of its time starring  Clark Gable and 

Vivien Leigh

 Book Link

https://www.pdfdrive.com/gone-with-the-wind-d20011701.html


Wuthering Heights- Emily Bronte
■ Genre Gothic novel (designed to both horrify and fascinate 

readers with scenes of passion and cruelty; supernatural 

elements; and a dark, foreboding atmosphere); also realist 

fiction (incorporates vivid circumstantial detail into a consistently 

and minutely thought-out plot, dealing mostly with the 

relationships of the characters to one another)

■ Language English (including bits of Yorkshire dialect)

■ The Theme: In the late winter months of 1801, a man named 

Lockwood rents a manor house called Thrushcross Grange in the 

isolated moor country of England. Here, he meets his dour 

landlord, Heathcliff, a wealthy man who lives in the ancient 

manor of Wuthering Heights, four miles away from the Grange.

■ In this wild, stormy countryside, Lockwood asks his 

housekeeper, Nelly Dean, to tell him the story of Heathcliff and 

the strange denizens of Wuthering Heights. 

The Ending: The novel suggests that Brontë views Catherine and 

Heathcliff’s doomed love as a tragedy of lost potential and wasted 

passion. However, the outcome of the second half of the novel 

suggests that Brontë is more interested in celebrating the renewal 

and rebirth brought about by the passage of time, and the rise of a 

new generation, than she is in mourning Heathcliff and Catherine.

■ Movie Trivia: Dil Diya Dard Liya- Hindi movie 

based on the book, starring Dilip Kumar.

 Book Link

 Movie Link

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/768/768-h/768-h.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYCSL5cZCio


Brave New World- Aldous Huxley

■ Genre- Science Fiction

■ Theme: the story of a civilization where suffering and pain 

have been eradicated at the price of personal autonomy. 

■ Brave New World explores the dehumanizing effects of 

technology, and implies that pain is necessary for life to have 

meaning. 

■ The story begins with three expository chapters describing 

the futuristic society of World State. In this society, marriage, 

family, and procreation have been eliminated, and babies are 

genetically engineered and grown in bottles.

■ Context- Much of Huxley’s work deals with the conflict 

between the interests of the individual and society, often 

focusing on the problem of self-realization within the context 

of social responsibility. 

■ His most enduring work imagined a fictional future and a 

dystopian society, in which free will and individuality have 

been sacrificed in deference to complete social stability.

■ Trivia-The movie- Brave New World starred 

Leonard Nimoy, Famous for playing Dr, Spock in 

Star Trek. Also, a new TV series based on the 

book is expected to arrive by July 2020.

 Book Link

 Movie Link

http://scotswolf.com/aldoushuxley_bravenewworld.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wlb1bdU-G7o&t=4854s


The Scarlet Letter- Nathaniel Hawthorne

■ Overview-This 1850 historical novel The Scarlet Letter explores guilt, 

revenge, and redemption in colonial America. 

■ The Theme: The nameless narrator was the surveyor of the 

customhouse in Salem, Massachusetts. In the customhouse’s attic, 

he discovered a number of documents, among them a manuscript 

that was bundled with a scarlet, gold-embroidered patch of cloth in 

the shape of an “A.” The Scarlet Letter is the final product

■ A young woman, Hester Prynne, is led from the town prison with her 

infant daughter, Pearl, in her arms and the scarlet letter “A” 

 Morality and Culture peddled by a strictly puritanical society: This 

novel about what happens to a strict, tight-knit community when one 

of its members commits a societal taboo, and how shame functions 

in both the public and private realms of life. 

 In telling the story of the adulterous but virtuous Hester Prynne; her 

weak, tormented lover Dimmesdale; and her vengeance-minded 

husband, Chillingworth, the writer makes a bold statement. 

 Hawthorne comments on the issues like -Identity, Sin, Religious 

Hypocrisy and Revenge that defined the society of that time

 Trivia- Demi Moore enacted in a movie that was a 

loose adaptation of the book.

 Book Link

 Movie Link

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/25344/25344-h/25344-h.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwktKVIPiOg&t=10s

